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you do not believe what I say, examine their foreheads, which
I marked with a dog's foot." They consented, and removing
the head-wrappers of these four, they all beheld the dog's foot
on their foreheads. Then all the merchants were abashed,
and the king, being astonished, himself asked Devasmita what
all this meant. She told the whole story, and all the people
burst out laughing, and the king said to the lady : ". They are
your slaves by the best of titles." Then the other merchants
paid a large sum of money to that chaste wife to redeem
those four from slavery, and a fine to the king's treasury.
Devasmita received that money, and recovered her husband,
and being honoured by all good men, returned to her own
city Tamralipta, and she was never afterwards separated
from her beloved.

[M] " Thus, O queen, women of good family ever worship
their husbands with chaste and resolute behaviour,1 and
never think of any other man, for to virtuous wives the
husband is the highest deity." When Vasavadatta on the
journey heard this noble story from the mouth of Vasantaka
she got over the feeling of shame at having recently left her
father's house, and her mind, which was previously attached
by strong affection to her husband, became so fixed upon him
as to be entirely devoted to Ms service.

1 I read mahakulodgatak.